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Eterna 3.40 by Hans-Georg Wenzel
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Executables for MS-DOS published on CD-Rom
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Making Eterna available
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Hans-Georg Wenzel
published binary executables for MS-DOS only
together with tidal catalogs and data examples
never intended to publish source code

We aim to
publish source code
in a version controlled source code repository
under GNU General Public License (GPL)
with the consent of Marion Wenzel
at KIT (successor of University of Karlsruhe)



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
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Why open-source?
Keep software running on new platforms
Migrate software to other environments
Advance software, improve, and extend

Why a license and copyright statement?
Give clear account of copyright holder and ownership
Provide clear statement of permission to copy, modify and distribute
(primarily relevant for future users)
Mandatory for public online distribution

Why version control?
Give proper credit to original authors
Do not blame the wrong one for errors introduced later
Strengthen source code reliability
Support community efforts



Original source code published by IGETS
IGETS office at EOST (Strasbourg, France)
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Original source code published by EAS
Earth & Atmospheric Sciences at Saint Louis University
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PreAnalyze by André Gebauer
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Klaus Schüller’s version published by BKG
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PyGTide, a Python version by Gabriel Rau
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PyGTide, a Python version by Gabriel Rau
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R port of Eterna
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R port of Eterna
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IAG initiative for open source software
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Plans made
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We aim to
publish Eterna 3.40 and predecessors
apply GNU General Public License
focus on analyze.f, predict.f, and iers.f
provide contents of commdat
provide selected examples of data and configuration
provide Makefile for immediate compilation on Linux
provide auxilliary programs and documentation to support users
use git, make code history transparent, and publish on gitlab at KIT

We continue with advertisement. . .



Gitlab repository at KIT
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Gitlab repository at KIT
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Synoptic diffs
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Example of GUI tool for git: gitk
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Example of GUI tool for git: git gui
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git blame authors for their contributions
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Provide log of commit messages
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. . . end of commerical



Inherent conflict
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For all lines of published code we require the consent of the copyright
owner to use and publish the code under GPL.

This is called a
Contributor License Agreement (CLA) or
Copyright Assignment Agreement (CAA)

This is
granted by Marion Wenzel and KIT for the original code
granted by Bernard Ducarme and others for code advancements
missing/impossible for third party code used by Hans-Georg Wenzel

The latter
isn’t a problem for the distribution of binary executables, however
means that source code may only be published in modified form



Summary
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There is a need for Eterna source code to be available to the
community
Source code shall be provided with proper open source license in a git
repository
Non-open-source third-party components of the source code must be
replaced prior to publication

We invite you to benefit and contribute.
Stay tuned. . .
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Legal implications of open source
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Copied from https://opensource.guide/legal

Why do people care so much about the legal side of open source?

Glad you asked! When you make a creative work (such as writing,
graphics, or code), that work is under exclusive copyright by default. That
is, the law assumes that as the author of your work, you have a say in
what others can do with it.

In general, that means nobody else can use, copy, distribute, or modify
your work without being at risk of take-downs, shake-downs, or litigation.

Open source is an unusual circumstance, however, because the author
expects that others will use, modify, and share the work. But because the
legal default is still exclusive copyright, you need a license that explicitly
states these permissions.
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Why do people care so much about the legal side of open source?

If you don’t apply an open source license, everybody who contributes to
your project also becomes an exclusive copyright holder of their work.
That means nobody can use, copy, distribute, or modify their
contributions – and that ’nobody’ includes you.

Finally, your project may have dependencies with license requirements
that you weren’t aware of. Your project’s community, or your employer’s
policies, may also require your project to use specific open source
licenses. We’ll cover these situations below.
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